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District
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1st APRIL
Thank you to those members who have paid
promptly. Please remember that your
subscription to renew your membership for this
year was due on 1st April. If you wish to pay by
cheque, please make it payable to Bridport &
District U3A with your membership number (if to
hand) and your postcode on the back, and send it
Diana Coleridge, Membership Secretary, 115
Victoria Grove, Bridport, DT6 3AE. If you prefer to
pay with cash, please contact Diana personally. If
you would prefer to pay by bank transfer, please
contact Valerie Gierth, Treasurer, on 01308 281381
or by email treasurer@bridportu3a.org.uk or if
you would like to make your renewals for this year
and future years even easier, a Standing Order
mandate is available on the Membership page of
our website bridportu3a.org.uk/membership
Please also take this opportunity to ensure that
Diana is advised of any updates to the contact
details we hold for you.

JUNE MONTHLY MEETING

Our monthly meetings are held on the 4th
Tuesday of each month, in the Bridport United
Church Hall in East Street starting at 2pm and
followed by refreshments.
Our June talk on 28th June will be “Send a
Gunboat” by Kevin Patience, about the Royal
Navy’s actions on the East African Coast.
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GROUP NEWS

If you have an idea for a new group please
contact groups@bridportu3a.org.uk
Poetry 2 Group – A Major Poet a Month: on Wed
15 June a.m. we will be discussing the 19th
century poetry of John Clare: we have a vacancy
for another member – please contact
poetry2.majorpoet@bridportu3a.org.uk
Bird-watching group gathered at 4.45am on a
coolish, windy, grey day in May for the dawn
chorus at Cogden
Creative Writing group meet at Bridport Youth
Centre and would welcome some new members
to share ideas and inspiration. Contact
creativewriting@bridportu3a.org.uk
German Conversation – we spend 90 minutes in
free German conversation (sometimes includes a
bit of sign language!) on subjects like German
friends we have made in our lives or German
places such as Oberammegau. There are two
vacancies – please contact
germanconversation@bridportu3a.org.uk
Canasta – On Wednesday 22nd June we will be
happy to welcome 3 Beginners in a foursome,
with an experienced player gently guiding the
way….. Please contact
canasta@bridportu3a.org.uk
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Bridge – there has been no rush of eager
beginners but if you wish to improve your play
and bidding with an introduction to duplicate
please contact Alison Williams
groups@bridportu3a.org.uk
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JUST FOR FUN

GROUP SPOTLIGHT
If you want your group to be featured here,
please send information to
newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk
Zoom Chat Monday a.m.
This group was born as a
direct result of the start
of Covid, and Lock-down,
and 6 of the original 8
members still meet online
– if we are free - on Zoom
every 2nd and 4th
Monday at 10a.m. for just 40-60 minutes over our
own cup of coffee. Sometimes in the summer we
meet up instead for a couple of hours in the
sunshine in a member’s garden.

(Answers at the end of this Newsletter)
To everybody who is travelling abroad, we
sincerely hope your plans are not subject to
disruption. If you cannot get away, nor find a
staycation option this late in the day, here are a
few questions to make you think of holidays.
1.

‘The First Day of Summer’ is an annual public
holiday celebrated in which European country
in April?

2. Castel Gandolfo is famous for being whose
summer residence?
3. London has hosted the Olympics 3 times; can
you name the years?

The agenda is highly fluid, and can touch briefly
on events and news in the Bridport area, in
Bridport & District U3A and its various interest
groups, on the Broadcasting channels (good
pointers to programmes to catch up on), on
Sports, Music, Arts, Talks, Books, plus any amusing
incidents in the last fortnight, and it’s a good
place to pose any question you are mulling over.

4. The Summer Palace is a vast ensemble of
palaces, gardens and lakes in which city?

To join in, it’s free and don’t worry about the
technology - you simply need the link we will
email you - why not give it a try? We can
welcome one or two more members. All very
informal. Please contact
zoomchat@bridportu3a.org.uk

8. Which novel is partly told by its heroine
Esther Summerson?
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5. Name the cities which hosted the following
Summer Olympics; 1952, 1960, 1972, 1988.
6. What is the Italian word for summer?
7. British Summer Time begins and ends on
which days in March and October?

9. Who met and fell in love with Marge Bouvier in
a 1974 Summer Camp?
10. What is UTC?
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Please note, we may use photographs from the
newsletter on our website. Please advise if you do
not want this to happen.
This is taken in woods behind Downhouse Farm
on 8th May. (HH)

Each month the Newsletter will bring you a
suggested first line for a limerick and publish
some of those submitted from the previous
month (using contributors initials only). Thank you
to everybody who took part.
The teacher said ‘Listen to me
Boris J went to Eton you see
So he don’t give a damn
For the rest of us crammed
Into classrooms of 30+3’
(LR)
The teacher said ‘Listen to me
Life’s what you want it to be
The laughs (not the tears)
The hopes (not the fears)
At the end, that’s all you will see’
(TJ)
If you want to participate, please create a limerick
with the following first line:
“There was a strange sight on the sand “
Please send your contributions to
limerickclub@bridportu3a.org.uk by 30th June,
and a selection will be printed in the next
Newsletter.

MONTHLY LOCAL PHOTOGRAPH
Each month we will publish a photograph of a
local scene. Please submit your photographs to
newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk and let me know
when and where it was taken, and if you want to
be acknowledged as the photographer or remain
anonymous.
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NATIONAL u3a
u3a Day 2022- The Third Age Trust have decided
that national u3a Day will take place on the
Wednesday of u3a week, which will be at the end
of September, and dates have been set for the
next 5 years. For 2022 the dates are 17-25th
September. If you have any thoughts or ideas
about how you would like us to celebrate the u3a
and promote our Bridport u3a during this week,
please get in touch with any of your committee.
You still have time to enter the Creative Writing
Competition run by the Third Age Trust in
conjunction with Bloomsbury. Closing date is 16h
June. The theme for this year is ‘Openings’. More
information is available here
Creative Writing Competition – Click here
Learning About Local History has a new Subject
Advisor, Sandra Whitnell of Borders u3a. Further
information about Sandra (and all other u3a
Subject Advisors) can be found here
Local History Advisor – Click here
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The u3a Science Network Anniversary Meeting
is online on 26th July, and is available for free
booking on the national website and through
Science Network meeting – Click here
We are 40 and the Anniversary Quilt will be
revealed at the Whitworth Art Gallery in
Manchester on Friday 17th June. In the meantime
you can find out more about that and other
events happening throughout the year on the
dedicated 40th Anniversary Page
www.u3a.org.uk/events/40th-anniversary
Did you know that Third Age Matters is also
available as a text-only download that can be
read by text-readers, so anybody with a visual
impairment can still enjoy the national magazine?
The link is available here.
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Iford Manor Estate, 2.5 acres of Italianate
gardens designed by Edwardian architect Harold
Peto is always worth a visit, open 11am - 4pm
Wednesday - Sunday and Bank Holidays, with the
added benefit of the Restaurant and Cafe.
Champagne Garden Tours are available for
booking throughout the summer. Their first ever
Jazz Festival will be held this year 22nd - 24th
July. Further information and booking here
Iford Manor Jazz festival– Click here
‘Threads Through Creation’ will be on display in
Exeter Cathedral from 8th June to 24th July. A
breathtaking exhibition of 12 huge silk panels
retelling the biblical story of creation. It took the
Devon-based artist Jacqui Parkinson 3 years to
make, and 8 million stitches.

Third Age Matters text only– Click here
More information about national online groups,
the latest u3a Covid guidance, projects, research
and much more can be found in the national u3a
Newsletter, which you can sign up to here.
National u3a Newsletter– Click here

OUTSIDE u3a
If you love hats and want to see more hat walks,
London Hat Week is taking place both in person
and online this year during 1st - 7th August. For
more details and bookings
London Hat Week– Click here
If you are heading up to London, check out the
new exhibition at the Saatchi Gallery, Vision &
Virtuosity by Tiffany & Co, for a dose of
extravagance and beauty, from 10th June until
19th August
Saatchi Gallery– Click here
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If you don’t think there can be any more Wordle
variations, check out these Octordle
www.octordle.com (8 at once), Sedordle
www.sedordle.com (16 at once) and even
Duotrigordle www.duotrigordle.com (32 words at
once). Enough already!
And just when you thought it was safe to go back
in the kitchen (where did that expression
originate?) this is a recipe I want to try, but not
eat!
Recipe to try – Click here
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SHARING THE “DETAILS”
A friend who used to walk with me each morning has been unable to do so recently, and told me she
missed the ‘details’ rather than the scenery, so during May I took these photos to share. If you are
similarly unable to get out and about just now, I hope you find these interesting too. How many can you
recognise?
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ANSWERS TO JUST FOR FUN QUIZ
1

Iceland

2

The Pope

3

1908, 1948 and 2012

4

Beijing

5

Helsinki, Rome, Munich, Seoul

6

Estate

7

The last Sunday of each month

8

Bleak House

9

Homer Simpson

10

Coordinated Universal Time (was GMT
previously)

CONTACT US
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to
comment on our Newsletters, and we welcome all
suggestions. If you have anything you would like
to be included in future Newsletters, please send
your submissions to
newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk and we will do our
best to use as many as possible.

Until next month
Stay safe
Bridport U3A Committee
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